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While worlds away on the 
Sunshine Coast in Australia, 
Keith and Jean Muir bought 
an older home in Madeira 
Park, launching an extensive 
online renovation with local 
designer Dara Wyton. 
That long-distance leap of 
faith paid off strikingly, with 
a dream home today. 

Coast Homes

A u s t r a l i a n  S u n s h i n e  C o a s t e r s  f i l l     t h e i r  M a d e i r a  P a r k  h o m e  w i t h  l i g h t

Story By Christina Symons

photos By Ingeborg Suzanne 
and Christina SymonsModern Love
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Upon entering the Muir’s 
Madeira Park home, the first thing 
you notice is the amazing flow, 
sweeping your eyes and atten-
tion from the entranceway, past 
the open-plan living room, sleek 
kitchen and dining area, right out 
the retractable glass doors, across 
the deck and into the harbour. 

But wait a minute. Back right up. 
Let’s rewind this scene. Because 
there’s something remarkable 
going on between the door and 
the patio, against the grain of 
standard Sunshine Coast décor, to 
brilliant effect. 

The light appears to dance 
inside off the water, literally 
bouncing across the walls. But it’s 
the colour palette that is singing, 
looking elegant and understated, 
ultra glossy and unapologetic. 
From floor to ceiling, kitchen 
cupboard to picture frames, the 

place is seriously tonal and almost 
totally white-on-white. Aside from 
the bamboo floors and Australian 
cutting board, there’s not a sliver 
of wood in sight.

Could we actually be entering 
the territory of West Coast modern, 
right here in the heart of laid-back 
cottage country, Madeira Park? 

“Yes!” says designer Dara Wyton. 
“That’s exactly what we were go-
ing for.” 

Reflecting back on the over-
all success of the renovation, 
from the sunny vantage on their 
expansive deck, Keith and Jean 
Muir clearly adore their designer, 
almost as much as they love their 
new home. And they couldn’t 
agree more on the success of her 
vision and her palette. 

“Dara provided exactly what we 
wanted and more,” says Jean. “The 
colours are fantastic, but the main 

We make our living
on the Sunshine Coast.

We also live here.

At Garrett Hunt we only build on 

the Sunshine Coast.  We employ 

a staff of full-time carpenters and 

fi nishing carpenters.  In addition, we 

enjoy a great working relationship 

with the local sub-trades.  We believe 

in supporting the local economy.  

Most of our building materials are 

purchased on the Coast.  Our 

environmentally sustainable building 

practices help to protect the natural 

beauty surrounding us.  Whether you 

are building an oceanfront home 

or simply renovating your family 

room, think of us. 

To learn more or to get started 

call Cliff Garrett or Larry Hunt today. 

C U S T O M  H O M E S  A N D  R E N O V A T I O N S       CLIFF GARRETT • 604.886.8272   | LARRY HUNT • 604.885.0683

PO Box 564 Gibsons, BC  V0N 1V0
offi ce@garretthunt.com
www.garretthunt.com

Call Grant right now! 1.604.790.0788
Offices: 604-886-2277

www.marshallsells.com

Thinking of Buying or Selling Real Estate on the Sunshine Coast? Grant is ready to look after all of your needs. 
Working with Buyers and Sellers in Langdale, Gibsons, Sechelt, Halfmoon Bay and Pender Harbor, 

Grant Marshall brings a thoughtful and relaxed perspective to the Sunshine Coast Real Estate Market, 
simplifying the often complex real estate transaction and making the whole process better for you.

GRanT MaRSHaLL
Prudential Sussex Realty
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Dara is best known for her bold, yet subtle residential 
design projects and this commission will clearly add to her 
reputation not just locally, but internationally. The project 
is being featured in an upscale Australian décor magazine, 
called Queensland Homes, over the next few months. 

The original interiors of the 1,300-square-foot, 35-year 
old home, the former 
dining/office complex of 
a hunting lodge, was as 
Jean describes it, “gross, 
dark and kind of creepy”. 

Today the interiors are 
anything but dank, with 
lots of built-in storage, 
and abundant light-filled 
living spaces. Given the 
former identity and tone 
of the space, the lighter 
palette was an unexpect-
ed yet natural choice.

 “So many people seem 
to go for dark colours and 
woods, but we wanted 

to keep it really light, especially for winter,” says Jean. The 
bonus of this blank canvas is the opportunity for the Muirs 
to punctuate the space with hot-coloured accents, bold 
photography and rustic accessories from Down Under. 

To temper a space that risked seeming too pristine, Dara 
layered lush fabrics, thick area rugs and custom draperies 
in soft dreamy neutrals and watercolours. 

thing is how much we 
love our new home and its 
transformation.”

It’s the perfect back-
drop for the lively, light-
hearted vibe that ema-
nates from the couple, 
who may have switched 
hemispheres when they 
packed up and moved to 
our Sunshine Coast, but 
didn’t skip a beat or lose 
an ounce of their style, 
along the way.  

Communicating in 
different time zones 
while the Muirs were 
living in Australia meant 
that much of the work 
between designer and client, over the six-month reno, was 
completed via email. Without having met, the beginning 
was something akin to online dating, says Jean, with each 
person trying to interpret the true meaning behind what 
the other intended. 

“Dara totally understood what we wanted from the first 
contact through to the end,” says Jean, who sent Dara 
oodles of designer magazine clippings reflecting her style 
from her home country. 

Originally from Alberta, Dara is also a relatively recent 
import, having lived on the Coast for just two years. With 
professional training and striking personal style, she’s famil-
iar with all aspects of design, including renovations, space 
planning, colour consultations, home staging and custom 
window treatments. Her design repertoire is broad and 
includes classic, modern, West Coast, rustic, contemporary 
and country.

“Instead of forcing my own style preferences on people,” 
Dara explains, “I prefer to confer with my clients and get a 
sense of their own vision of how they want their space to feel.”

Dara Wyton 
and  Jean 
Muir on the 
deck of the 
renovated 
home.

…creating your
dream kitchen

Expert Custom Design
Professional Installation

New & Remodeling Specialist
Countertops

granite, natural quartz surfacing, laminate

Merit Kitchens Dealer

604-741-5923
bruadairkitchens@dccnet.com

We’ll match 
vancouver “Big 
Box” prices!
1945 Field Road, Sechelt    
604-885-8889
www.suncobuilding.com

Home Renovations and additions
inteRioR finisHing
Custom millwoRk

finisH CaRpentRy & ContRaCting

pHone: 604-740-1193
email: m.Huson@telus.net

Home impRovements
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The kitchen features an aqua 
glass-tiled backsplash, glossy white 
lacquered cabinetry and sturdy 
composite quartz counters called 
Silestone. 

The Muirs also specified some 
unique features from home, includ-
ing an ultra-compact Australian 
drawer dishwasher by Fisher & 
Paykel.     

In the living room, a key focal fea-
ture is the stunning electric fireplace 

with large smooth stone accents 
surrounded by modern leather club 
chairs. Moving down the expansive 
hallway to the master bedroom, 
beach-inspired fabrics offer a serene 
mood while an oversized mirror 
extends the space. 

Lavish finishes such as radiant-
heated marble flooring in the bath 
add yet another soft touch to the 
suite. The overall ambiance is of a 
playful, sophisticated retreat, ideal 
for relaxed living and perfectly 
suited to the Muirs. 

While the Muirs insist that their 
Australian lifestyle was quite similar 
to here, the Sunshine Coast in 
Queensland is much bigger and 
hotter, while Madeira Park is more 
laid back and friendlier, they note. 

Despite leaving a warmer cli-
mate, where 27degrees Celsius is 
normal during winter, they enjoy 
the change of seasons on the Coast 
and the ample opportunity for in-
door-outdoor living that their new 
marina home provides.

Keith, who likes nothing more 

than “messing around with his 
boat” loves the long twilight of 
summer and is even partial to the 
cooler weather on the Coast.

“Actually, winter is not bad at all,” 
he says, sweeping his arms off the 
edge of the deck. “I find it quite mag-
ical around here, especially when the 
views are this gobsmacking!”

Translation — that’s “astonish-
ing!” by Australian standards. CL

for small spaces
big ideas

CLOSETSCLOSETS
W e s t  C o a s t

Custom Home Storage Systems

Closets | Pantry | Utility | Garage | Office

D-5531 Wharf Road
The Market Place

(beside the off-street parking)  

www.westcoastclosets.ca 

604.740.5941

COMPLIMENTARY DESIGN CONSULTATION

Finalist: Sunshine Coast Business Awards of Distinction 2008

Antique Restoration
Furniture Repair

Furniture Refinishing

Don’t Ignore It~Restore It!

• New Construction
• Additions

• Renovations
• Kitchens/Bathrooms

• Sundecks
• Design Consultation

• Fully Insured

SamSon  
   Quality Homes & Renovations 
“Project Management from Concept to Completion”

604-740-7420
Now available at Coast Kitchens & Baths

1877 Field Road, Wilson Creek
T: 604.885.6763  F: 1.866.617.5804

www.coastkitchenbath.com

Appointments recommended for 
full showroom consultation, In-home 

appointments also available by request. 
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